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Dear Ms Foxcroft, 
 
As National Statistician and Chief Executive of the UK Statistics Authority I am responding to your 
Parliamentary Question asking what estimate has been made of the balance of trade for Standard 
Industrial Classification groups (a) J.58.1, (b) J.58.2, (c) J.60, (d) J.62, (e) M.72 and (f) R.90 in each 
of the last five years (220294); and what estimate has been made of the balance of trade for 
Standard Industrial Classification group 21 relating to the manufacture of basic pharmaceuticals and 
pharmaceutical preparations in each of the last five years (220295). 
 
In October 2018, as part of our trade development plan1 we published new experimental datasets2. 
These provided a break-down of UK trade in goods by industry from 2008 to 20163 for the first time. 
The data provides two breakdowns: goods exports and imports by country and industry, using the 
Standard International Trade Classifications (SITC); and goods exports and imports by industry, 
commodity (via the SITC) and global regional groupings. 
 
While these new datasets provide industry estimates for trade in goods only, we are working to 
provide estimates of trade in services by industry, to be published later this year.  
 
Table 1 overleaf shows the trade in goods balance by industry for selected industries requested 
where these are currently published, from 2008 to 2016. An updated trade in goods by industry 
release providing data for 2017 is planned for later this year.  
 
Data are subject to disclosure control, this means some data have been suppressed to protect 

confidentiality such that individual traders cannot be identified. Industry data was published at the two-
digit SITC level to maximise detail subject to disclosure control. SITC 58.1 and 58.2 are below the 
level of publication, as a result SITC 58 in aggregate is presented in the table. Further, as part of 
disclosure control some data at the two-digit level remains disclosive and has been suppressed, as 
with SITC 60. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
John Pullinger  
 

                                                 
1 Trade development plan 
2 Guide to Experimental Statistics 
3 UK  trade in goods by industry, country and commodity: 2008 to 2016 

mailto:national.statistician@statistics.gov.uk
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/nationalaccounts/balanceofpayments/articles/uktradedevelopmentplan/achievementsandforwardlookoctober2018
https://www.ons.gov.uk/methodology/methodologytopicsandstatisticalconcepts/guidetoexperimentalstatistics
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/nationalaccounts/balanceofpayments/articles/uktradeingoodsbyindustrycountryandcommodity/2016


 

Table 1: UK trade in goods balance by selected industries, 2008 to 2016, £ million, current 
price4,5,6 

 

Industry 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

21 Manufacture of basic 
pharmaceutical products and 
pharmaceutical preparations 

7388 9863 7898 5484 6147 3603 2013 5158 3563 

58 Publishing activities 631 587 563 299 150 126 97 132 48 

60 Programming and 
broadcasting activities 

… … … … … … … … … 

62 Computer programming, 
consultancy and related 
activities 

-4449 -4205 -4265 -4523 -5222 -5629 -5926 -3302 -4371 

72 Scientific research and 
development 

233 308 519 299 287 338 303 412 -9 

90 Creative, arts and 
entertainment activities 

-2 98 24 -225 -34 -181 77 -23 497 

Source: Office for National Statistics  

                                                 
4 A negative sign before values indicates a deficit 
5 The data are subject to disclosure control, this means some data has been suppressed to protect 
confidentiality such that individual traders cannot be identified, suppressed data are represented by “…” 
6 All data within this table are available alongside the UK trade in goods by industry, country and commodity 
release from 24 October 2018. 
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